Tropical
For locality data and a description see the contribution by E. Fischer on the vegetation of the study area in this volume (Tropical Bryology 8: 13-37, 1993) . The specimens are deposited at the Botanical Museum Berlin as well as in the herbarium of the author (except for unicates).
AYTONIACEAE (by D.G. Long)
Asterella P. Beauv. For regional reviews of African species see Arnell (1963) and Vanden Berghen (1972) .
As outlined by Grolle (1989) , A. abyssinica belongs to the distinctive subgenus Brachyblepharis along with two other African species, A. africana (Mont.) Evans and A. dissoluta (Steph.) Grolle. The last two species are characterised by their typically paroecious condition, whereas A. abyssinica is autoecious with androecia on both broad terminal and stipitate-based ventral branches. A. abyssinica is widespread in tropical Africa, being reported from Ethiopia (type), Burundi and Zaire (Vanden Berghen 1972), Tanzania (Bizot & Pócs 1974) and Cameroon and Sierra Leone (Jones & Harrington 1983 
